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25X1A6a SR concn. The following report covering the activities of Spanish 
jeans in Venezuela from October 1947 through November 1948 was prepared 
for the Provisional President of Venezuela, Carlos Delgado Chalbaud. A*ter 
‘reading the document, Delgado Chalbaud stated that it verified previous 
infornation he had received.) 


1. On 2 October 1947, the J. S. Army Transport GEUTRAL STURGIS, which had ‘been 
chartered by the IRO, docked in Puerto Cabello. It carrted 820 immigrants to 
Venezuela fron the U. S. and British zones of Austria and a group of 170 
Spanish refugees, most of whom wore a badge (printed in English) of tha 
"Friends of Venozuela Society". They held a nolitical meeting on board shin 
vrior to landing, during which there wore frequent shouts of "Viva le Republica 
Esnanola", “Vive Venezuela", and "Viva la Acoion Democrnatica". At that tine 
it was noted that many of tho Snaniards spoke vary poor Spanish, although they 
had Soanish names and carried Spanish Republican papers. During the voyage, 
the commander of the transport had received numerous renorts from the other 
passengers to the effect that there sere many subversive arents in the Spanish 
group. 


2. After landing, the Spaniards moved to Ei Trompillo. Subsequent reports stated 
that there were many Poles, Russians, Yugoslavs, Gaechs y and others in the 
group and that their conversations Indicated that tho men had been members of 
the Gormmist International Brigade during the Spanish Civil Nar. After the 
group had been at the camp about a week, there was trouble between them, the 
other imuigrants, and the camp administration. This caused them to be noved to 
San Mateo, from where the ITIC dispersed them throughout Venezuela by ay 
finding jobs for them. The apparent leader of the Spanish group was Henrique 
Pratz, aged 35, from Barcelona. Nag : 


3. Similar groups arrived on the GENERAL STEWATT and the GEITERAL BLACK on 12: 
December 1947 and 17 February 1948, respectively. The cormanders of the ships 
reported on arrivel that they had been informed of the presence of many sub- 
versive agents among the Spaniards, but that none was identified. Some of the 
subversive a-ents were reported to have received special training in Yugoslavia 
and the USSR Zone of Austria. The agents supposedly infiltrated the British 
ad American Zones of Austria and secured passage from there to Venezuela. 


7. 
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ost of the Swanish Rembi ican immiprants to Venezuela originated in France, 
Portugal, french ‘orth ifrica, and Italy. The Venazuelan official rosponsible 
for ranting viaas to the irmic¢rints is Jose Padron Irazabal, the Chief of the 
Yensauelan Mission in Trance. fie vor'ss closely with indr-w Cordova, Ghief of 
the “atin inoriaan Szection of the TRO in Senewi, who arranps for the moverents, 
the number of Snanish immiprants scheduled to leave France in Decenber 1948 
reached the firre of 1600. Padron vas selecting ther. and provitine then with 
visas, vhile Tordov. arrangs? to secure tyo shins. The nlans «rere te~morarlly 
suspended in “ovenber because the rinid influx of imicrwts in pact months hed 
proved to be imnossible for the comtry to absorb, The collanss of the 
Covernmont's lan? colonization nrorram wis @ contributing f-ctor. 


The PORTUGAL, the LUCIO, the CABOT, the <\TCOMBA, the CAIRO, an? the XOl™'TH0S 

are ships which arrive in Jenezuela every ~onth from “uronean norts. ach one 
has carried fron 50 to 100 Snanish Reobliean refiigees who were lagally authorized 
to. entor the comtry. The CAIRO an’ the COMITOS, flying the Pancmanian flag, 

are operated by the Zarnti Steanship Gonpany, an? were eirrying illem1 Jewish 
imeiprants to Palestine wn“er the name of Orlentel Transnorts Sonpany until 
recently. It is somewhat striline thet these ships have been diverted from the 
Palostine to the Yenesnala run. Asice fram legal inmirrants, 211 tho ships. 


_earriod certain mubeors of stounways, most of yhon were Snaniards. 


sloven Snanish stovayays ware ‘mown to have arrived on the {INOS in Oetober 
1948. Other inmicrants on the ship renorted thit it stopped at night off the 
Venezuelan zoast to umload contraband and possibly men into s-al’? >outs which 
came alonrside. Three stowviays are ‘mown to hve entered Jenoguel” illop-lly 
from the C\IRO in November. Those three, who hive not been ifentified, were 
renort: to naive been prominont terrorists who hal Pailed to obtain visas in 
Fronece,- out had raniged to board the ship with the assistance of other Snanish 
irmirrants aboard, ee: 


It would apnoar that the Spanish Reoublican novenent to Yonezuele is well 
organize? in the form of a secret organization of an international eharieter with 
consi*erable financial meting. Seoloties like the "Trien’s of YVenezuels'"t are 
organized in the sans wy as the "Frients 0? amin", whieh onerted in Surone 
aurine an? atter the Snanish Sivil ‘lar. The orfanization is helieved to be of 
Gonmunist origin. 


Although the IRO office in Caracas is visited daily by dozens + frrisrente of 
various mtionalities see'cine assistencs, advice, an? unwivynent, there has not 


been one case on record for over a year of a Spanish refirae requesting aid. 


‘Intil quite recently, prominent Snanish Republicans like Senor Ulloa, Chief of 
Colonization, and Senor Sasals, Chief of Investigntion, held ‘sey nositions within 
the Imirration Institute. Other imirrants have reported thet both thes- men 
had reeor’s in Spain indiestin: thit they vere crominent Commnnists. 
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